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Professor and Founding Faculty Director, Climate Systems Engineering Initiative

Biography

David Keith has worked near the interface between climate science, energy technology,

and public policy since 1990. He took first in Canada’s national physics prize exam, won

MIT’s prize for excellence in experimental physics, and was one of TIME Magazine’s Heroes

of the Environment. David is Professor of Geophysical Sciences and founding faculty

director of the Climate Systems Engineering initiative at the University of Chicago.

Best known for his work on the science, technology, and public policy of solar

geoengineering, David led the development of Harvard’s Solar Geoengineering Research

Program before moving to Chicago in 2023. His policy work has ranged from analysis of

electricity markets and carbon prices to research on public and expert perceptions of risky

technologies. David’s hardware work includes the first interferometer for atoms, a high-

accuracy infrared spectrometer for NASA’s ER-2, the development of Carbon Engineering’s

air contactor, and the development of a stratospheric propelled balloon experiment for

solar geoengineering.

David founded of Carbon Engineering <http://carbonengineering.com/> , a Canadian company

developing technology to capture CO2from ambient air. David teaches science and

technology policy, climate science, and solar geoengineering. He has reached >150,000

students worldwide with an edX energy course. David is author of >200 academic
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publications with total citation count of >20,000. He has written for the public in op-eds

and A Case for Climate Engineering <https://davidkeith.earth/book-a-case-for-climate-

engineering/> . For more details, please visit David’s website here <https://davidkeith.earth/> .

Quick Links

Curriculum Vitae <https://uchicago.box.com/s/f9sdlr13bjtq8vzquipcdne87y6mjo5h>

Group

Macol Cerda <https://geosci.uchicago.edu/people/macol-cerda> Manon Duret
<https://geosci.uchicago.edu/people/manon-duret> Jim Franke
<https://geosci.uchicago.edu/people/jim-franke> Peter Irvine
<https://geosci.uchicago.edu/people/peter-irvine> Benjamin Peltz

Research Area

Atmospheres, Oceans, Ice, and Climate (/research/atmospheres-oceans-ice-and-climate)
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